Dear Friend,

                I am contacting you as a dedicated advocate of Crime Stopper programs throughout Illinois.  We need your help as an Illinois taxpayer to assist Crime Stopper programs and the Illinois State Crime Stoppers Association.  Since its inception in 1983, Illinois State Crime Stoppers Association programs have been instrumental in more than 117,942 arrests and the recovery of over $152,248,090.00 worth of stolen property and drugs.

Illinois Crime Stoppers are known for teaming citizens with law enforcement agencies to solve crimes.  By offering anonymity to tipsters and rewards when tips lead to an arrest, Illinois State Crime Stoppers encourages citizens to get involved.  Even if you don’t have information related to a crime, you can still help the organization reduce crime that costs taxpayers millions of dollars each year.  Using Schedule G of the 2011 Illinois income tax return, you can now allocate a portion or all of your tax refund dollars to the Illinois State Crime Stoppers Association. All funds allocated to the Check-Off Program are tax deductible and will be automatically deducted from your tax refund totals. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Since Governor Quinn’s recent announcement declaring an end to state borrowing from Check-Off Program groups, you can rest assured that every dollar you designate to Illinois State Crime Stoppers Association will be used to enhance existing local Crime Stopper organizations and develop new Crime Stopper groups in areas where no such programs exist. 

Thank you in advance for considering a tax-deductible donation to Crime Stoppers.  You will find Schedule G filing documents at http://tax.illinois.gov/taxforms/IncmCurrentYear/Individual/Schedule-G.pdf 

Sincerely,


Don Gustin, Board Member
Greater Peoria Area Crime Stoppers and the
Illinois State Crime Stoppers Association

P.S.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me at 309-674-6500 (Joan's Trophy & Plaque Co.) if you have questions about the Check-Off Program or the Illinois State Crime Stoppers Association.
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